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Abstract: This collection covers the family of Metropolitan Opera soprano

singer Cora Chase and her husband, Samuel Thurston Williamson.

Biographical Sketch

Cora Mancia Chase was born on May 6, 1892, to Mary Mancia and Lucius Wilder Chase, a
partner at the shoe manufacturer Chase & Chamberlain. In 1910, she left the United States with
her mother to study in Italy, where they stayed during World War | to continue Cora’s vocal
studies. She made her operatic debut in Busetto, Italy, on September 4, 1919, as Gilda in
Rigoletto. The niece of composer Giuseppe Verdi was in the audience, and gave Chase a page of
his original manuscript of La Traviata.

Chase performed throughout Italy and Spain, making headlines in Madrid when she refused to
meet with King Alfonso XIII without her mother present. She made her American debut at the
Metropolitan Opera in New York City on February 4, 1921, again as Gilda in Rigoletto.

Cora Chase married Samuel Thurston Williamson on May 5, 1923, and retired. She died on
February 29, 1984.
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Samuel Thurston Williamson was born on November 9, 1891, to Maria Thurston and James
Scollay Williamson, who served as the pastor at Bradford’s North Church from 1899 to 1910. He
graduated from Harvard College in 1916, and began working as a correspondent for the New
York Times.

During World War |, he attended Officers’ Training at Camp Upton in 1918. He held the rank of
Second Lieutenant in the 9th Infantry (Regular Army), Second Division, A.E.F. During his service,
he participated in the Aisne-Marne, St. Mihiel, and Champagne (Blanc Mont) campaigns.

After being discharged from the army, he returned to the New York Times, covering Warren G.
Harding during his presidential campaign and presidency. In 1933, he co-founded and served as
the first editor-in-chief of Newsweek magazine. In 1948, he published Imprint of a Publisher:
The Story of Frank Gannett and His Independent Newspapers. Williamson died in 1962.

Scope and Content Note

This collection contains opera ephemera, correspondence, photographs, and scrapbooks of
Cora Chase’s family.
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